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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
 

The departures of Pam and Monty Cornell from the Committee at the end of 2017 

lead to other volunteer members stepping up to take on the roles which they had 

previously covered, and the commitment of the new incumbents has allowed a 

seamless 'changing of the guard'.   

 

The number of bookings for use of the Hall continued to grow during the year, to its 

highest ever annual level of 586, an increase of more than 50% over the past decade. 

We had the usual wide range of hirers during the year, with a number of different 

health and fitness groups accounting for around half of all bookings. Overall income 

from hirings rose by almost 10%. The sports area also saw much increased usage, 

with regular tennis coaching in addition to increased netball training sessions, 

supplementing the established league netball matches.  

 

In addition events and fund-raisers organised by the Committee itself, both regular 

and one-off – including the monthly Farmers' Market, the Village Hall Lottery, and 

events such as the annual Fireworks Evening – raised more than 40% of overall 

income. These are an essential part of Hall finances, and allow us to maintain our 

very competitive charges while still offering good facilities to hirers. 

      

 

February 2018 saw completion of new and modern toilet facilities in the Hall, 

replacing the time-expired previous ones, and we are grateful for the substantial 

funding support received which made this work possible - from Awards for All, Mid 

Suffolk District Council, Rickinghall Parish Council and our District Councillor.  We 

also bought two outdoor picnic table and bench units, which were installed in the 

Spring, and these were wholly financed from Suffolk Community Foundation, 

through the Sapphire Grantmaking Fund. These were particularly well used 

throughout our exceptional 2018 summer!  

 

The Hall continues to be a primary social centre for the village as well as a hub for 

community activities. We ended the year in a sound financial position, with the 

support, hard work and commitment of the members of our Management Committee, 

and of other volunteers, continuing to be fundamental to the ongoing success of our 

very busy Hall.   
 
        
     Bob Clark, Chairman, Hall Management Committee 

 



 

 


