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Background 

 

The strangest year for many decades. Until Covid-19 lockdown at the end of March 2020 we were having a 

good, busy and successful year. Then the Hall and its facilities, even including the children's play area and 

our modest skate park, had to close completely for three months on Government instruction. 

Prior to reopening in early July, much time and money was spent on Covid risk assessments, and ensuring 

that we were Covid secure for reopening - indeed, some £700 has been spent specifically in this regard. 

Despite this, in view of the ongoing threat of Covid a number of regular activities at the Hall did not resume 

after the end of the summer lockdown, and a number are unlikely to resume until the Covid threat is 

eventually ended. Broadly speaking exercise, keep fit and personal wellbeing activities resumed from July, 

but social groups and activities did not.    

 

Direct effects of Covid-19  

 

For many years the number of hirings of the Hall each year has been more than 500. With the three month 

complete closure and the loss of social hirings this number crashed to 232 this year, clearly a dramatic 

reduction. Usage of the sports area for our regular league netball, tennis and small-side soccer also fell 

dramatically. As a result of this income from hiring out our facilities fell by one third, an income loss of 

£6,500. 

 

Overall financial outcome 

 
We were fortunate to receive a Continuity Grant of £10,000 from out Local Authority in June. This, along 

with only essential expenditure being made since March, has meant that we have been able to continue into 

the still highly restricted new financial year with sound finances. It is unclear for how long hirings will 

continue to be effectively restricted, but it is evident that our income will continue to suffer substantially into 

our year 2020/2021. Without the grant we would by now have concerns as to our financial viability going 

forward, but with it we are confident of our survival – which is especially important given that we are the 

main focus for activities in our village. 

 

Projects 

 
January saw the full replacement of our accessible toilet facility, which had become very tired and difficult to 

keep properly clean. This £8,000+ project was funded entirely from our own funds, raised as always from 

activities and events organised by the Hall's volunteer management committee in addition to income from 

hirings. This turned out to be well timed, since this has since July been the main toilet facility used by hirers 

when we have been able to open; an easy to clean facility, & in itself reducing the overall cleaning load 

before and after hires.  Our skate park replacement project has been on hold since March, and remains there. 

 

The future 
 

We do have some backlog of maintenance, which will have to wait until normal income flows resume, but 

the Hall broadly remains in good condition and ready to receive hirers. Our finances are sound given the 

strains which have been put on them. We're lucky enough to have a really good team as our management 

committee, and a number of other volunteers who also frequently and generously give their time. I am 

grateful to all of them, and confident both of our strength and of our staying power for the future.  

 
 

                         R.G. Clark, Chairman, November 2020 


